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ORIGIN SCA-OI 
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EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 000182 

E.O. II652:GDS 
TAGS: CVIS, SREE, NI, CB 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINA REEUGEE REQUESTS EOR NIGERIAN VISAS 
REF: LAGOS 12825 

1 . VERY MUCH APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S REPORT CONCERNING STATUS 
OE UM SIM'S VISA APPLICATION. WHEN CONTACTED AND APPRISED 
OE CONTENTS OE REETEL, UM SIM STATED FIRMLY THAT HE DID 
NOT VOLUNTEER HIS PASSPORT OR APPLY EOR A NIGERIAN VISA 
USING HIS OLD DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT. SCENARIO AS DESCRIBED 
BY UM SIM WENT IN EOLLOWING MANNER. UM SIM APPROACHED 
THE NIGERIAN CONSULATE GENERAL ON NOV. 5 AND PRESENTED HIS 
US ISSUED REFUGEE TRAVEL DOCUMENT TOGETHER WITH PROOF OF 
EMPLOYMENT, ETC., AND APPLIED EOR VISITORS VISA. ONE WEEK 
LATER HE RETURNED TO THE VISA SECTION AND WAS TOLD THAT 
NIGERIA DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE REFUGEE TRAVEL DOCUMENT AND 
THEREEORE HIS APPLICATION WAS REJECTED. UM SIM CAT T ED THE 
THEN NIGERIAN CHARGE IN WASHINGTON, EMMANUEL O. OBE WHO 
SUGGESTED HE CALL UPON THE NIGERIAN CONSUL GENERAL IN NEW 
YORK. THIS WAS DONE ON NOV. 28. QUESTION OE ACCEPTA- 
BILITY OF THE US REEUGEE TRAVEL DOCUMENT WAS NOT EXPLORED 
BUT CONGEN ASKED TO SEE UM SIM'S OLD PASSPORT, SUGGESTING 
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THAT HE AGAIN APPLY USING THAT PASSPORT IN ADDITION TO 
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THE REFUGEE TRAVEL DOCUMENT IN HOPES THAT THIS COMBINATION 
WOULD SATISFY LAGOS. IT SHOULD THEREFORE BE MADE CLEAR 
THAT UM SIM DID NOT VOLUNTEER OR APPLY ON HIS PASSPORT 
EXCEPT AT THE URGING OF THE CONSUL GENERAL. THAT PASSPORT 
IS, IN THE VIEW OF THE USG, NULL AND VOID AS A TRAVEL 
DOCUMENT AND HIS US DIPLOMATIC VISA HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
UPON HIS APPLICATION FOR REFUGEE STATUS. 

2. THE EMBASSY'S INTERLOCATORS MAY BE INTERESTED IN 
LEARNING THAT UM SIM HAS ALREADY SECURED A GHANAIAN VISA 
AND A MULTIPLE ENTRY IVORY COAST VISA AND WILL TODAY 
(DEC. 31) APPLY FOR A KENYAN VISA. IN THE GHANAIAN AND 
KENYAN CASES, HE WAS ASKED FOR HIS OLD PASSPORT FOR PUR- 
POSES OF IDENTITY ONLY. ROBINSON 
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